
Ever wanted to get upfront and 
personal with the Nile without 
a strong risk of capsizing into 
it? Cairo’s Nile Class Boat is an 
unusual option to consider.  

This unique class of boat was 
designed and built by a variety 
of boat-builders in Cairo and 
Khartoum, Sudan in the 1930s 
specifically for sailing on the Nile. 
Today, these boats, built to the 
same specifications, are still being 
sailed on the Nile at Khartoum, but 
are made of metal. 

The dinghy, built of simple 
wooden panels (ie not clinker built), 
is somewhat reminiscent of the 
Enterprise which I sailed off Dun 
Laoghaire, Ireland, way back in 
the mid-1970s.The same stepped-
forward mast, sloop rig, small jib 
stayed two-thirds up the mast, 
and no spinnaker (later Enterprise 
designs since 2002 carried 
spinnakers) – but the Nile Class 
pre-dates the Enterprise by some 
20 years. 

None of the original Cairo 
built dinghies now survive, but 
since 1995 a local boat yard has 
been building them to the exact 
specification. Cairene sailing 
enthusiast Abdel Hamid Sabry 
was determined to bring these old 
dames back onto the Nile.

The first Nile Class boat was 
reverse-engineered by Sabry from 
one of the original examples. After 
trial and error, a prototype was 
produced that handled and sailed 
as well as the original – testimony to 

his determination and a remarkable 
feat considering that he is a 
furniture maker by trade and had 
never built a boat before. 

Soon after that, the original 
blueprints for the dinghy were found 
and production started in earnest at 
Sabry’s furniture factory. 

At five metres long and 1.7 metres 
wide, the dinghy is comfortably big 
enough to take two sailors. It is 
lucky though that this boat is fairly 
stable. With no self-bailers nor 
buoyancy bags, if the boat does 
go over it has to be dragged to the 
bank and righted!

I took one out in an unusually 
strong but fluky east wind, not 
the usual north/south wind, which 

tested tactical sailing skills. The 
boat pointed well into wind and, 
with its ample mainsail, the sailing 
was lively. River sailing lacks waves 
of course, but there was novelty in 
reading the wind in both the water 
and the date palms lining the banks. 

Although a picnic and sundowner 
stationary in the middle of the 
Nile is convivial and fun, it is not 
particularly active. Try this! 

travel  EGYPT

PURE CLASS!
There is nothing, absolutely nothing, half so much worth doing as simply messing about in boats.   
The Wind in the Willows - Kenneth Grahame

Going sailing on these boats is easier than you think, and need not 
involve huge club membership fees to join a club – unless of course that 
has its attractions as well.

There are three sailing clubs in Cairo, but only the Maadi one has Nile 
Class Boats for hire.

Maadi Sailing Club 
Corniche El Nil, (next to Fusion & TGI Friday) 
tel: +20 2 2358 5169

Casual day rates:
EGP 110 at the entrance for sailing one hr. 
EGP 50 for every extra hr.
EGP 50 for sailing instructor (if required).
EGP 25 pp to stay and dine at the club after sailing.
EGP 25 pp, accompanied by a member, to enjoy the club without sailing. 

Membership Fees
$1315 per family for six months (includes reduced sailing fees).
Membership fees are only for the Maadi Yacht club.

By Hilary Munro

2010 Regatta
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